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The Department of Natural Resources has recently clarified its position regarding the Indiana Mine 
Subsidence Insurance Fund and coverage for commercial property.  

It is now the Department of Natural Resources' opinion that the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 (SMCRA) will allow State Mine Subsidence Funds to be used to pay claims on commercial 
property, if that property is privately owned.  

The Department of Natural Resources has informed this Department that the important distinction to be 
made regarding coverage eligibility is private property vs. public owned property. Contrary to the original 
language of Bulletin 61, commercial property may be covered, but only if privately owned.  

We apologize for any confusion caused by the delay in the Department of Natural Resources issuing its 
opinion. 

John J. Dillon III 
Commissioner 

 


